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Grant’s Zebra: This African wild horse is the most abundant zebra in the African plains. Although zebra are known for their black and white stripes, scientists aren’t quite sure about their exact purpose. Each pattern is unique so many scientists believe the stripes serve as “fingerprints” so babies can find their parents in a crowd. Others believe the dizzying pattern may confuse predators that try to pick one zebra from the crowd. Recent research suggests one more theory — the stripes may actually dissuade insects from clinging to the zebra!  

Yak: “Suzy” may look like a black buffalo but she’s actually a yak from Tibet. In Tibet, these “beasts of burden” are endangered, suffering from loss of habitat and hunting for meat and hide. In Tibetan society, they play a crucial role in the survival of the population, providing meat for food, wool for sweaters, and hides for warmth. They can even make candles from their hooves! But they are most revered for the role they play as pack animals, carrying their owners burden as they traverse the rocky landscape. 

Miniature Sicilian Donkeys: These small donkeys typically stand 28-38 inches at the withers. They are known for the dark “cross” which runs down their back and across their shoulders. Legend says that the cross is a reminder of the role that the donkey played in the life of Jesus. According to the story, the Sicilian donkey is the donkey that Jesus rode and as he hung on the cross, the shadow fell on the donkey’s back. The Miniature Sicilian is on the American Livestock Breeds Conservatory “Watch” list, meaning that there are less than 2,500 in the United States and 10,000 globally. 

Horses: . When you reach out to hand a carrot to our horses, you may notice that their lips have a mind of their own. You’d be right! Horses have prehensile lips, which mean that their muscular lips can work much like a hand to grip and grab. “Ruby,” our dark brown horse,” is actually the mother to “Sophie,” our caramel colored cross between a quarter horse and a Belgian stallion. (She’s just a year old so she probably has plenty of growing to do!) Sophie’s father is a large draft horse, known for using their powerful bodies to pull carts and maneuver plows. They are the original horse power! 

Llamas: It’s hard to miss these wooly creatures! (Although ours have been clipped to survive the summer heat.) These South American camelids tend to resemble their cousins, the camel, with their large ears and long face. Just like the camel, they spit for protection or warning. And watch out when they do! To spit, they pull gastric acids from their stomach, resulting in one green, smelly wad! In the Andes Mountains where llamas live, they are vital pack animals and wool sources. Their easy to work with — they are ranked in intelligence under the dolphin. 

Smaller Mammals and Reptiles: 

Bennett Wallaby

Scientific Name: Marsupiala marcopus
Place of Origin: Australia

Habitat: open grasslands and forests

Diet: grasses, herbs, fruits, leaves, bulbs, seeds, truffles, tubers

Fun Facts: Resembling a small kangaroo, the Bennett’s Wallaby is the most common wallaby found in the United States today. They originate from Australia where they, like the kangaroo, tear across the Outback using a “three-footed” gait. Their “three” feet include their powerful back legs and their muscular tail. Their tail is so powerful, in fact, the wallaby can travel at more than 30 mph. When frightened or threatened, the wallaby will box with its front hands and use its powerful kick to bring their competitor to the ground. The wallaby is part of the marsupial family, whose members carry their young in pouches. When a wallaby is born, it is hairless and roughly the size of a jellybean, with just enough energy to crawl through their mother’s fur to her pouch. Once inside, they will nurse until they have fur and are able to hop out and live on their own.
Wallaroo

Scientific Name: Marsupiala robustus
Place of Origin: Australia

Habitat: open grasslands and forests

Diet: grasses, herbs, fruits, leaves, bulbs, seeds, truffles, tubers

Fun Facts: The wallaroo’s scientific name means “big feet” and it’s easy to see why. Their long feet help them jump across the Outback at great speeds. When they are resting, they will often rely on their other “foot,” their long powerful tail, for support. In the wild, the wallaroos can live in hot, brutal terrain. They typically sleep in caves or beneath overhangs during  the day, staying cool and conserving valuable energy. At night, they’ll descend to greener grounds to grave. When the weather gets very dry, wallaroos, wallabies and kangaroos will actually dig in the ground to find water. These “kangaroo wells,” as the locals call them, dot the 
Outback during the dry season. Wallaroos are typically quiet animals, stomping their foot to warn predators and then hissing at other animals. 

Miniature Muntjac Deer

Scientific Name: Muntiacus reevesi
Place of Origin: Southeast Asia
Habitat: forests
Diet: grasses, herbs, fruits, nuts, berries, flowers, vegetables
Fun Facts: Commonly called the “barking deer” for the noises they make when in danger, the miniature muntjac deer barely stands one-foot tall at maturity. Primarily distributed in Southeast Asia—India in particular — they are the primary prey for tigers in their natural habitat. European legend has it that Indian Muntjac were introduced to the continent in the 19th century at the same time as Reeves Muntjac. When a pack of Indian Muntjac were blamed for the death of one of the Duke of Bedford’s favorite dogs, the small colony of Indian Muntjac were put to death. For many years, scientists assumed the descendants of these deer were a mix of Indian and Reeves deer but recent DNA tests have ruled out any chance of an Indian Muntjac lineage.
Patagonian Cavy

Scientific Name: Dolechotus patagonan
Place of Origin: Patagonia (South America)

Habitat: open grasslands

Diet: grasses and fruits

Fun Facts: Going out to graze but not ready to let the kids tag along? If you’re a Patagonian Cavy, it’s no problem. In their native ranges, cavies have perfected the concept of a natural day care. Although cavies spend most of their lives in monogamous pairs (the only rodents to do so), they will live in groups of up to 35 cavies when they give birth. The group will dig or find a burrow large enough to house all of the couples’ babies. Since food is scarce and cavies often have to travel long distances to find it, one pair will stay behind to watch the babies while the other parents graze. Periodically, parents will come back to switch day care duties. Since they are commonly preyed upon, they must rely on their nimble legs to escape. If chased, they can run up to 35 m.p.h. and leap nearly six feet! 

Emu

Scientific Name: Dromaius novaebollandiae
Place of Origin: Australia

Habitat: deserts, plains, forests

Diet: flowers, seeds, fruits, insects

Fun Facts: Don’t ever think about calling a male emu a deadbeat dad—the female just lays the eggs. The male is responsible for building the nest, incubating the eggs and raising the young. While incubating, the father emu will not eat, drink or defecate, living only on fat reserves built up for six months before incubation. The emu is part of an order called “ratites” or “flightless birds” because, despite their abundance of feathers and two wings, the emu cannot fly. Their breastbone is not keel-like like other birds, their wings are too small to support their weight and their feathers hang like hair rather than ture shafted feathers. Since they cannot fly, emu have adapted to protect themselves in other ways. They have very keen eyesight—scientists believe they can see for over a mile away—and can run at speeds over 30 mph. If cornered, the emu has large, powerful upper leg muscles and a ferocious kick. 

Virginia Opossum 
Scientific Name: Marsupialis  virgininanus
Place of Origin: North America
Habitat: woodlands
Diet: rodents, small invertebrates, eggs, fruits
Fun Facts: The opossum may look like it landed in North America by space ship. It’s the only marsupial in North America and it has a somewhat strange appearance. Fortuantely, those “strange” characteristics help it survive in the wild.  The opossum has course guard hair that works like a raincoat to protect it from the rain and snow. (Luckily, it’s much softer underneath.) But their tail is totally naked and can curl around branches or objects to steady their climb or tighten their grip. Then, those teeth! Most opossums have 50 teeth or more, giving them the teethiest grin among North American mammals. They will bare their teeth when frightened but prefer to ‘play opossum’ when frightened, curling up into a coma-like state. This ‘fainting’ spell can last anywhere from minutes to six hours! 
African Crested Porcupine

Scientific Name: Hystrix cristata
Place of Origin: Africa
Habitat: Forests, mountains and deserts
Diet: Bark, roots, tubers, fruit, and occasionally small animals
Fun Facts: There are many different stories and legends about African Crested Porcupines being able to throw their quills, but don’t be fooled! Their quills (which are actually thick, hollow hair) are loosely attached to the hair follicles so that when they attack, the quills will come out easily and get imbedded in the attacker’s skin. They will then turn around and run backwards to impale their attacker. To try to scare them away, they will shake the “rattle cupules” at the end of their tail that amplifies the shaking sound to sound like, well, a rattle! Their quills can get up to one foot long, and the spines which guard the quills can get up to 21 inches! They have close family groups, and are in monogamous pairs for life. Each family will have their own complex burrow underground and at night, when the weather gets cold they will huddle together to stay warm. When looking at fossils, scientists have found strange, mysterious marks in the bones, which, when they tested it further, found out that the porcupines were gnawing on the bones!
Coatimundi

Scientific Name: Nasua nasua
Place of Origin: South America, and southwestern North America
Habitat: Rainforest
Diet: Fruit, roots, nuts, tubers, eggs, and small animals
Fun Facts: They may not look the same, but the Coatimundi is actually related to the raccoon. They are very good climbers, and like a lot of different species related to raccoons, they have double jointed ankles that allow them to climb down trees head first. The males were called Coatimundi’s which in Guarani means “lone Coati”. Coati (which is actually the coatimundi’s original name) was first only referring to the females. You see, when people first saw these animals, they thought the males and females were different species because they lead such different lifestyles. The females will always stay with the group they were born into, but after about 3 years the males will leave and live on their own, completely isolated. The females in their family group are very close to each other, even nursing and caring for each other’s young. If a female from another group joins, they will always be somewhat of an outsider and find it hard to be accepted.  
Northern Raccoon

Scientific Name: Procyn lotor
Place of Origin: Central America, and North America
Habitat: Forests or even cities
Diet: Fruits, nuts, berries, seeds, insects, even some small crustaceans and fish
Fun Facts: Perhaps you get mad at your children for playing with their food; well you might not want to get a raccoon! Some people say that raccoons will wash their food in water, but what they’re actually doing is feeling their food, or “playing” with their food. If they’re not familiar with a piece of food, they will “wash” it, which is their way of using their senses to try and understand what it is. These animals are most famous for eating almost anything they can get their paws on! From fruits and vegetables, to leftover pizza, they are definitely resourceful at finding a good meal. They have a really clever way of catching crabs. First, they dangle their tail in the water until a crab grabs hold and then they yank their tail up and grab the crab with their paws. Speaking of their paws, they are one of the raccoon’s best features. Catching fish is their most practical use, but their nimble hands quickly open garbage cans, unlatch bird cages, and even unlock locks.     
Striped Skunk
Scientific Name: Mephitis mephitis
Place of Origin: North America
Habitat: Woodlands
Diet: Seeds, insects, fruits, small vertebrates, eggs, rodents 
Fun Facts:  Skunks may have one of the coolest defense systems in nature. When threatened, a striped skunk will pull its legs up over its head in a U-shape, pointing both their head and their back end at a predator. Then, to send them packing, they will spray a foul-smelling spray from two scent glands in their body. The smell is so foul, it can cause nausea and burn the eyes and nasal cavity of their target. The spray can actually travel up to two or three feet! The toxic spray is often the last resort for a threatened skunk. Their distinctive stripes serve as a warning flag to any would-be predators and, if that fails, they will raise their tail and stamp their foot to send a stronger signal.  The foul smell is enough to keep most predators away. Their main enemies are birds such as great horned owls and red tail hawks. 
Timber Wolves

Scientific Name: Canis Lupus
Place of Origin: Alaska, Canada, and small areas in the U.S.
Habitat: Open tundra and forests
Diet: Large and small animals
Fun Facts: The timber wolf will eat frogs, birds, and snakes, but for the larger meals like caribou they have to use teamwork and hunt them down in packs. These animals don’t deserve their bad reputation at all. Most of the stories about wolves attacking humans are pure fantasy. These packs will live in groups of 2-20, and to maintain order they are led by an alpha male and his mate, these two are usually the only ones to mate. Both males and females will fight for the right to be the alpha dog and his mate. Communication is used well in their groups, both males and females hunt, and a few selected wolves will stay behind with the pups. Anywhere between 2 and 10 pups are born every year in April or May, but they have had up to 14. After they leave the den, the pups are watched over and cared for by the whole pack.               
Kinkajou

Scientific Name: Potos flavus
Place of Origin: South America, and Mexico
Habitat: Tropical forests
Diet: Fruit, insects, flowers, honey, and nectar
Fun Facts: The kinkajou’s closest relatives are raccoons. Unlike most species of raccoons, the kinkajou has a prehensile tail that acts an extra arm that can be as long as their body. At night they will curl it up around them and use it as a pillow. Because of the honey that they lick up with their tongues, they have gotten the nickname honey bear. In Belize, they have gotten the nickname of nightwalker because they are nocturnal. They are one of the easiest animals to find in the tropical forests. If you were to shine a flashlight into the canopy, you would most likely see their large eyes reflected back at you. At night, the animals look for food, and climb around in the top canopy. Just before dawn they will climb into the same tree hole as the night before. A kinkajou’s family usually has one adult female, two adult males, a juvenile, and a baby. With most animals, it’s the male to leave home, but in this case the females will leave home. Since the males stay together, they usually have a stronger bond with everyone in the family. The fathers and sons can often be found playing together high in the trees. 
Tree or Prehensile Tail Porcupine

Scientific Name: Coendou prehensilis
Place of Origin: South America
Habitat: Forests, and low-lying jungles
Diet: Leaves, and fruit
Fun Facts: Tree porcupines are the only porcupines that have a prehensile tail. Their tail is used for climbing and doesn’t have any quills on it. Even though tree porcupines have really bad vision, their other senses make up for it. They have keen touch, hearing, and smell. With their large brain, they are very intelligent and have an amazing memory. They are also very good at figuring things out, how to escape for an example. When they are scared they will curl their bodies into a ball, causing their quills stick out more for protection. It’s easy to know when they are scared, they will stomp their feet, rattle their quills, and make grunting noises. Since they have no mating season, the females mate right after the young are born. For such a long pregnancy, they only have one or two at a time. When the babies are first born they have soft, bright, orange fur! Sadly though, after only one week it will turn to different shades of black and gray and harden into quills. 
Fennec Fox

Scientific Name: Fennecus zerda
Place of Origin: Africa
Habitat: Deserts 
Diet: Insects, reptiles, and small mammals
Fun Facts: The way fennec foxes are created, is simply amazing. Their anatomy is so perfect for the dry African desert where they live. Starting at the head and working my way down, I’ll start with the ears. Their ears are very large which, while yes, help them hear amazingly well, it also serves as an air conditioner, circling their blood through their large thin ears which cools it off. These amazing animals are also recyclers. Since a fennec fox can’t sweat like humans do, they pant. Using their tongue as a bowl to save every drop and swallow it again. It’s a good thing their paws are covered in fur because it protects them from being burned on the hot sand. They are so good (and fast) at digging that people have said it looks like they are just sinking in the sand. The fur covering their bodies is also another wonderful tool. At night it gets really cold in the desert and their fur keeps them warm, but during the day it gets really hot and it serves as protection from the burning sun. Because water is so hard to come by in the desert, they get most of their water from the food they eat, it’s been said that they can live on only a teaspoon of standing water in their entire lifetime.    
Serval Cat

Scientific Name: Leptailurus serval
Place of Origin: Africa
Habitat: Savannahs, and forests
Diet: Small mammals, sometimes insects or lizards
Fun Facts: Unlike a lot of cats, the serval’s ears are very large allowing them to hear rodents crawling underground. When hunting for prey they will walk through the African savannahs and listen for sounds, when they hear one, they will stop and close their eyes so they can concentrate just on the sounds.  A favorite meal is mole rats, they live underground in tunnels that they dig. When a serval knows where they are, they will collapse a tunnel and stick their paw down in the hole. When a rat comes to check the damage, it will swat it’s paw and catch it. Their legs even help their hearing because it elevates them above the grass. The legs on servals are very long, they are the longest legs proportionally on any cat. In fact they are sometimes called the “giraffes” of the cat family. These long legs are so powerful they can jump over 9 feet in the air to catch a bird! 
Bengal Cat

Scientific Name: Not Available Yet
Place of Origin: First bred in California
Habitat: House cat
Diet: Cat food
Fun Facts: The Bengal cat is a new species, introduced only around 20 years ago. They are a cross between the Asian leopard and the domestic cat and are now considered their own breed. They were bred purposely to create a domestic but still an exotic alternative to the wild serval. Servals are often kept as pets even though they are wild and not tame like a house cat. Bengal cats were introduced so that people who like servals and other more dangerous cats as pets, would still get an exotic looking animal that is docile like a house cat. Because of their wild relatives, they love water and will climb into the bathtub or sink. Also very active, they love to run, play, and climb as high as they can. Special markings set Bengals apart. They can have two different fur patterns, rosettes (that look like a leopard), and a marbled pattern, that is halfway between rosettes and the stripes from a tabby.     
Spring Hare

Scientific Name: Pedetes capensis
Place of Origin: Africa
Habitat: Grasslands
Diet: Grass, roots, tubers, and sometimes insects
Fun Facts: These strange animals appear to be a cross between a rabbit and a kangaroo. Just like a kangaroo they use their tail as a balancing tool. Although their paws are small they use them for digging. They even have a special flap at the base of their ears that they can close to keep sand out. Even though not much is known about the behaviors of the spring hare, we do know some things. Their burrows are connected with up to 30 or 40 other burrows, but the families are separated. When they go underground they will collapse the entrance so there is no entrance hole. Although they usually stay within 300 yards of their burrows, in a drought they have been seen up to 12 miles away.  
African Spurred Thigh Tortoise

Scientific Name: Geochelone sulcata
Place of Origin: Africa
Habitat: Desert
Diet: Dried grass and leaves
Fun Facts: As appropriate for their name, the African spurred thigh tortoise (or sulcata tortoise) has spurs on its legs. When they are in their shell the only thing showing is the bottom of their back feet and their front legs. Those spurs help to protect them. One of the major dangers to a spurred thigh tortoise is the temperature. When it gets too hot, they will dig a burrow underground and can stay there without food or water for several weeks. But when they do get water, they can drink up to 15% of their body weight which is a lot considering they can get up to 220 pounds! They are closely related to the Galapagos tortoise and also the Aldabra tortoises. These are the largest mainland tortoises in the world. They can reach three feet in length and can live to be over a hundred years.
Greater Bushbaby

Scientific Name: Otolemur crassicaudatus
Place of Origin: Africa
Habitat: Woodlands, and lightly wooded savannahs
Diet: Mainly insects, but also flowers, pollen, honey, fruit, eggs, lizards, and mice
Fun Facts: With their large eyes that see well in the dark, it’s no wonder that the bush baby is nocturnal! During the day when they go to sleep they will fit up to twenty bush babies into a hollow tree trunk. When dusk comes, they go out in small groups to search for food. Bush babies are able to jump long distances of up to 23 feet. It looks like they’re flying through the trees. When the bush baby only has one mating season in the year, they will usually have twins. But when there is two mating seasons in a year, they only have one. The males are dangerous, often killing the young right after they’re born. For three days the mother will live in fear. They are very protective of their babies and the mother will keep them hidden, feeding and protecting them. She’s afraid if she doesn’t, the father might kill them. 
Moustached Tamarin

Scientific Name: Saguinus mystax 
Place of Origin: South America
Habitat: Rainforests
Diet: Fruits, insects, and even some small animals
Fun Facts: Not a lot is documented about this elusive tamarin. It is known that tamarins are closely related to marmosets and behave very similarly. The moustached tamarin has a signature white beard that gave them their name. Unlike most monkeys, most tamarins don’t have prehensile tails and have claws instead of nails. Normally only one dominant female will have babies and the young will be raised by everyone in the group. Moustached tamarins have learned a lot to help them survive in the rainforest, and their loud chirps and screeches might sound annoying, but help to save their lives. The tamarin learned that predators would rather eat a bigger monkey than a small bird, and they mimic birds to fool their enemies. They sleep high in the trees of the rainforests and are diurnal like people and go to sleep before dusk to avoid nocturnal predators. 
Two-Toed Sloth

Scientific Name: Choloepus didactylus
Place of Origin: South America
Habitat: Rainforests
Diet: Fruit, insects, and leaves
Fun Facts: Two-toed sloths are very slow and quiet. They only go on the ground to use the bathroom about once a week. In fact, their bodies are so well equipped for living high in the trees that if they go on the ground the only way for them to move is to use their claws to drag themselves. When on the ground, their only defense is their long claws. Almost everything they do is in the trees. They have interesting fur. It grows from their stomach towards their back and each hair has small grooves in it. Since they are slow moving and their fur grows so strangely algae will grow in the grooves giving them a greenish tint. The algae is actually healthy for them, and is food for other small animals that live around the sloth. Their grip is very strong, holding them up for the 20 hours a day that they sleep. Even when they are awake they often don’t move very much. It’s so strong that dead sloths have been known to keep their grip and stay hanging in the air.     
Chinchilla

Scientific Name: Chinchilla lanigera
Place of Origin: Chile
Habitat: High up on rocky mountains 
Diet: Eggs, insects, leaves, grain, and nuts
Fun Facts: Since most rodents are burrowers, you might think that chinchillas are too, but they’re not. They live in small crevices or caves and cover the entrances with sticks, stones, leaves or anything they can find. Their fur is extremely soft and beautiful, and caused them to be hunted almost to extinction in the wild. Their fur is very thick with 90-120 hairs per follicle, considering that humans only have 1-2 (hairs per follicle) that is some thick fur! It is so thick that fleas and parasites can’t penetrate their fur. Thick fur isn’t always good if the temperature gets above 90 degrees they have the very real danger of heat stroke. They mate for life and their young are born already able to see and run around. As babies they are very active and curious which might be why they only have one or two litters a year!
Sugar Glider

Scientific Name: Petaurus breviceps
Place of Origin: Australia, Tasmania, New Guinea
Habitat: Rainforests
Diet: Small invertebrates, nectar, sweet gum from acacia trees, and sap from eucalyptus trees 
Fun Facts: As their name describes pretty well, sugar gliders can glide using a special flap between their front and back legs. They earned the other part of their name (sugar) because they have a strong sweet tooth for sweet gum and nectar. Their scientific name is not as obvious, but Petaurus breviceps means “the short headed rope-dancer”. Sugar Gliders are actually a small possum that live in large groups inside of hollow trees. Their nests are bowl shaped and are made from eucalyptus leaves. Since they live in bigger groups of around 5-10 in a tree, they are very playful and chase each other around. As chaotic as their homes are, it’s amazing that their nest always stays in perfect condition The males are very territorial and the dominant male will use the glands on his head and chest to mark a large area around their tree. He also uses it to mark all of the members of his group. The sounds they make usually sound like small short yips or hisses. But they do have one call that sounds like a motor starting.  
Russian Tortoise

Scientific Name: Testudo horsfieldii
Place of Origin: Russia, into the Middle East
Habitat: Rocky deserts and steppes
Diet: Grasses, twigs, flowers, fruit, and leaves
Fun Facts: Living in the steppes and dry rocky deserts is a tough place to survive. With water scarce and temperatures often reaching far below 0 degrees in the winter it’s no wonder the Russian tortoises are only active for a little over 3 months of the year. They usually live near a spring or brook as that is the only place to find water or grass and vegetation. Because they live in such a cold area of the world, they have ways to keep themselves alive. Scientists have found an antifreeze like substance in the Russian tortoises blood. When they go into hibernation they will go underground into their burrows and almost literally freeze. Their burrows are made during the summer when it’s warm. It has a large tunnel entrance with a room like chamber at the end. It’s very big with plenty of room for them to turn around. They build them close to each other and will visit other neighboring burrows. Even though the burrows are made for one tortoise, they will often leave their own home to sleepover with their “friends”. 
Bearded Dragon

Scientific Name: Pogona vitticeps
Place of Origin: Australia
Habitat: Arid woodlands
Diet: Insects, small invertebrates, flowers, and fruit
Fun Facts: Among a few other reptiles, bearded dragons are able to change the color of their skin ranging in colors from black to bright vibrant colors depending on mood, concealment, or even to keep their temperature stable. They are named for the skin flap under their chin that changes to a dark black color. When they are scared by an animal that might attack them, they puff out the flap and open their mouth really wide to make themselves look bigger. If they want to, they can run on two legs. It’s a faster way to run, but is harder for them so they can’t do it all the time. Scientists have been doing research on them, and think that they might run to cool off too. Bearded dragons will fight with each other too. It’s usually the males fighting over females. When they are fighting they will do a head bob to show they are willing to fight. Submission to other bearded dragons is shown by raising their hands and moving them in a circle. It looks almost exactly like waving! 
Leopard Gecko

Scientific Name: Eublepharis macularius
Place of Origin: They are found mainly in Iran, but also Pakistan and India
Habitat: Deserts
Diet: Insects
Fun Facts: As they are found in the Middle East where it’s mainly dry deserts, the leopard gecko has lots of different ways to survive. They live under rocks and eat all sorts of insects. They have some very cool things about their tail. Just like almost any other animal, the leopard gecko has enemies. If they get caught, their tail will break off giving them a chance to run away. It’s built so that when the tail breaks they have a special muscle that can move over the blood vessels to keep them from losing any blood. The tail will also grow again faster because of that muscle. If it’s a drought and there aren’t any bugs around to eat, the lizard will munch on its tail. The tail is actually just fat reserves, kind of like a camel’s hump, which also means that it doesn’t hurt very much when it falls off.      
Fat Tail Gecko

Scientific Name: Hemitheconyx caudicinctus
Place of Origin: West Africa
Habitat: Open woodland, rocky hillsides, and river edges
Diet: Insects
Fun Facts: Fat tail geckos are nocturnal and only come out at night in the wild when it’s cooler outside. They have brown stripes covering their body and the most common kind of fat tail gecko have a white line down the middle of their back. They use their tail to trick their enemies. The fat tail geckos have an awesome ability to move their tail like their head. Walking backwards makes it even more convincing to a hungry bird. Not to worry though, their tail is just a fat deposit and it’s a lot better for the tail to get bitten then the real head. The tail will even regrow. Most people can make a clicking sound with their tongue against the roof of their mouths. But most people don’t know that that’s how the fat tail geckos talk to each other.  
Chinese Box Turtle
Scientific Name: Cistoclemmys flavomarginata
Place of Origin: China and Taiwan
Habitat: Ponds, rice paddies, and streams
Diet: Small invertebrates such as snails or worms
Fun Facts: These animals are endangered in the wild from habitat loss, hunting for food, medicines, and even for selling as pets. Like all other turtles, the Chinese box turtle has a flap on the front of their plastron (or bottom of their shell) that closes the shell in front of their head for protection. When they are scared, it’s quick and easy to pull into their shell and close the “door”. The Chinese box turtle also has another name although it’s not as common. Their second name, the yellow-margined box turtle, comes from their shell. Their shell is taller than the average turtle and the color is dark brown with reddish-brown blotches. Yellow stripes go down the middle of their back, and around the margin of their shell. Most of their time is spent lazing around in the sun on dry land which is unusual for a turtle.             
Tiger Salamander

Scientific Name: Ambystoma tigrinum
Place of Origin: North America
Habitat: Burrows underground near slow or still water
Diet: Small invertebrates
Fun Facts: As the largest of salamanders, they can reach up to 14 inches long, causing the tiger salamander to be a dangerous predator to small invertebrates. Coming out only at night to feed, they will eat frogs, insects, worms, even other salamanders. Almost anything that is smaller than them. Although named tiger for the stripes that some adults have, a lot of them don’t have any markings at all, just dark brown. Scientists use these salamanders as indicators. Indicator animals help scientists to know how much pollution in the water. Since they are amphibians they absorb water through their skin to live. If the water is too polluted they can’t live there and the amount of salamanders will drop. Along with being the largest salamanders, they are also the most wide spread, covering all of the U.S., Canada, and Mexico.  However, they don’t live as long as some salamanders. The tiger salamander lives 10-16 years, while others can live up to 50. Just like frogs, salamanders go through metamorphosis, hatching from eggs into larvae. Sometimes the larvae don’t go through metamorphosis and become mudpuppies or neotones. 
Snapping Turtle

Scientific Name: Chelydra serpentina
Place of Origin: North and South America
Habitat: Muddy, slow moving water such as marshes, streams, and lakes
Diet: Vegetation, small invertebrates such as worms, frogs, snails, and crabs
Fun Facts: If you need a one word description of snapping turtles, strong would definitely be what you need. Snapping turtles are the largest freshwater turtles in the world. Males weighing up to 220 pounds of solid muscle, and measuring in at over two feet in length, the snapping turtle can easily snap small branches in half. The females are much smaller finishing off at only 50 pounds. These reptiles can also live to be very old, 50-100 years old. Most of their long life is spent in the water. Pretty much the only time they will ever come out is when the female lays her eggs only a short distance from the water. They spend a lot of time underwater too, and they can even stay under for an entire hour! The snapping turtle is also very good at imitation. Its tongue is thin and red and it looks like a worm. Resting on the bottom of the river or pond, the turtle will stick its tongue out and wiggle it around. The poor fish don’t stand a chance. 
Blue Tongued Skink

Scientific Name: Tiliqua scincoides
Place of Origin: Australia
Habitat: Open grassland
Diet: Flowers, fruit, insects, and snails
Fun Facts: The famous tongue this skink is named for is used for self defense. When warning away predators they will expand their ribcage to make themselves look bigger and open their mouth wide to show off their bright blue tongue. Not only is their tongue bright blue, but the rest of their mouth is a deep pink so when they open their mouth there is a startling flash of color. During their lifetime these lizards live alone, only coming together for mating season. Only a small amount of all lizards give live birth and the blue tongued skink is one of them. There are bad things to this though, if something were to happen to the mother skink, they would all die. But if the mother laid eggs, the eggs would still be able to hatch. 
Tomato Frog

Scientific Name: Dyscophus antongilii
Place of Origin: Madagascar
Habitat: Swamps and shallow pools
Diet: Small invertebrates
Fun Facts: These guys are one of the species where the females are bigger, brighter and all around better to watch.  The females are more than twice as big as the males averaging at 4 inches just in body length not even including the legs. A lot of them grow bigger than your own fist! The males tend to be a brownish orange while the females are very bright. When they are born they are all brown and only get their bright tomato color later to defend themselves. Some of them even have black spots on their throats. Their bright colors serve as a warning to the other animals living in Madagascar. While not poisonous these animals will give a sticky mucous that can irritate. That’s enough to make most animals not want to eat them! Tomato frogs take it easy with hunting, all they do is sit and wait till bugs pass in front of them so they can snatch them up with their tongue.   
Madagascar Hissing Cockroach

Scientific Name: Gromphadorhina portentosa
Place of Origin: Madagascar 
Habitat: Forest floor
Diet: Fruit or vegetation
Fun Facts: For those of you who fear cockroaches don’t worry! These only live on the Madagascan rainforest floor underneath of leaves and bark. One of the 99 percent of cockroaches that don’t bother humans, this insect doesn’t even have wings. They are large and oval shaped with a reddish brown body. The males have horns on their heads and use them for fighting. During fights, or for mating rituals, they produce a sound that caused them to get their name, hissing. The Madagascar hissing cockroach makes the hissing sound by pushing air through breathing holes on their sides to make their signature sound. Most insects make sounds by rubbing their legs or wings together. The cockroaches hissing abilities are very special for an insect since out of all animals that make breathing sounds, most are vertebrates. 
Giant Millipede

Scientific Name: Archispirostreptus gigas
Place of Origin: Africa 
Habitat: Tropical forests
Diet: Fruits and vegetables
Fun Facts: Millipedes and centipedes are closely related, but not the same animal. The main difference is centipedes only have one pair of legs per body segment while the millipede has two pairs per segment. The name millipede means 1,000 legs, but in reality they only have two to three hundred. These bugs are gentle and virtually harmless, but when they are scared they do give out a dark purple liquid that some people can be allergic to. The giant millipede is the largest one in the world as thick your thumb and up to 11 inches in length. When they are young they are a reddish brown color but as they get older they turn into a jet black. Their “shell” is hard like your fingernails. 
Rose Haired Tarantula

Scientific Name: Grammostola rosea
Place of Origin: South America
Habitat: Deserts and scrublands
Diet: Insects and small mice
Fun Facts: Not only is this tarantula rose haired, but their hair can also be brown, orange, red, or pink. They use their hair as a defense against predators and as a last resort will rub their legs together to throw hairs into their eyes, ears, and throat. The hairs cause irritation and are dangerous if they get into the lungs. Even though these animals are feared there is really no reason to be afraid of them. They are docile and though they do have venom it is as harmless as a sting. The way tarantulas look might be creepy but when you look at each part it’s not so bad. Tarantulas have eight legs and eight eyes. Two body segments, the head/thorax, and the abdomen. They have two fangs on their mouth and use them to inject venom into their prey. Since they can’t eat solid food, the venom they inject will turn the inside of their body into mush that they can easily suck up.   
Plated Lizard

Scientific Name: Gerrhosaurus major
Place of Origin: Africa
Habitat: Grasslands
Diet: Insects and fruit
Fun Facts: Unlike most lizards whose skin is stretchy, the plated lizards “scales” are so close together that they make a suit of armor. Unlike the knights from a long time ago, this lizard is able to move rather quickly to catch insects. They get their name from this plate of armor that constricts their breathing. They do have a way to breathe though with a band on their side that is stretchy skin that can expand and contract with their lungs. The plated lizard is good at a variety of athletic skills, swimming, diving, and even digging. Like all reptiles, the lizard needs sun and heat to be active, and spends a lot of time basking in the hot sun of Africa.    
Blue and Gold Macaw

Scientific Name: Ara ararauna
Place of Origin: Mexico, Central, and South America
Habitat: Rainforests
Diet: Fruits, vegetation, seeds, nuts, even occasionally some smaller animals
Fun Facts: One of the larger macaws these majestic birds are both curious and playful. Capable of learning many things such as mimicking or doing tricks people have kept them as companion pets for a long time. Although these birds don’t live to be 100 years old like cockatoos can, they do live to be up 50. When they are born they don’t have any feathers and their eyes are black. As they grow older their eyes turn from black to gray, white, and finally yellow. Their feathers gradually come in and when they are finished growing they are beautifully colored with a long blue tail. They really are blue and gold, their back and top of their tail is bright blue, and their belly is gold. Their faces are just their white skin with small black feathers. The stripes are believed to be unique to each bird much like a human fingerprint. They show emotions in many ways, from bobbing heads and squawking to even blushing!      
Moluccan Cockatoo

Scientific Name: Cacatua moluccensis
Place of Origin: Indonesia
Habitat: Rainforests
Diet: Berries, fruits, nuts, insects, and larvae
Fun Facts: Sadly, these beautiful, friendly birds are going extinct in the wild. Originally from the Spice Islands (also called the Moluccas) off of Australia, they are rapidly being taken for the pet trade or killed by coconut farmers for eating their crops. The Moluccan cockatoo is one of the largest cockatoos and are around 20 inches long. Like most cockatoos and macaws the Moluccan is good at talking and doing tricks and will keep away the boredom by destroying their toys and if it gets really bad, they will pluck out their feathers. They are a light pink color but if they get excited or angry they will lift the crests on the top of their head and reveal dark salmon colored feathers underneath.  
Leadbetter Cockatoo (Also called Major Mitchell Cockatoo) 

Scientific Name: Cacatua leadbeateri
Place of Origin: Australia
Habitat: Wooded grasslands
Diet: Seeds, berries, nuts, and fruit
Fun Facts: In Australia this bird is popular for its beauty and personality. Personality is a good word to describe them as they are all different and tend to be on the feisty side. They are very loud and vocal birds and have a very signature shriek. Eucalyptus trees are the only ones the Leadbetter cockatoo will nest in. They shred the insides to make a soft nest in the tree. Usually they only live in pairs and are very attached to each other. Easily bored, they constantly play and chew on anything and everything they can get. Easily called one of the most beautiful birds they have an “Indian war bonnet” when they raise the feathers on their head. Bright stripes of red and yellow and tipped with white, their crest feathers give a stunning display.    
Sandfish Skink

Scientific Name: Scincus scincus
Place of Origin: Africa
Habitat: Desert
Diet: Insects
Fun Facts: Although it’s not a fish, the sandfish skink does swim, but only in the sand. They have special feet that act like fins on a fish. The scales stick out on their toes and they fit perfectly together like a puzzle to make their feet into a sort of paddle to help them push the sand aside. Their pointy noses help them to cut through the sand, and their eyelids are able to shut very tight to keep the sand out. Also, their eyes are on the side of their head, which may also help with the sand problem. Since they spend a lot of time under the sand they had to find a way to hunt. They are very sensitive to movement on the surface and will come from underneath to catch the bugs.   
Vervet Monkey

Scientific Name: Cercopithecus aethiops
Place of Origin: Africa

Habitat: Mountain and woodland areas

Diet: Omnivorous (fruits, seeds, flowers, small vertebrates)

Fun Facts: In the wild, these black-faced primates are well-known thieves in the areas they share with humans. Using their opposable thumbs, they frequently steal food and valuables from local homes. They are highly social animals, living in large social groups of 10-50 monkeys. Amongst their family groups, vervet monkeys have one of the most extensive languages of all primates, using a variety of noises, sounds and facial expressions to communicate with one another. 
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Ring-tailed lemur
Scientific Name: Lemur catta
Place of Origin: Madagascar
Habitat: Mountain and woodland areas

Diet: Omnivorous (fruits, seeds, flowers, small vertebrates)

Fun Facts: These endangered primates are one of the few lemurs that comes out during the daytime. In the mornings, they can be spotted sitting on the ground with their arms open wide and their faces turned toward the sun. It may look like they are “worshipping” the sun but they are actually warming up after a cold night in the trees. Lemurs live in a matriarchal society and females are the first line of defense when the group is threatened. They can mark their territory using scent glands a smelly spike on their wrist. When the lemur rubs the spike against a tree, it leaves a mark, a noise, and a distinctive smell.  
